
@ssencommunity

@ssencommunity

www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/bhlaraidh-extension-windfarm-connection

Desk-based assessment and site survey have been undertaken to 
gather data and understand the key environmental constraints and 
opportunities within the local area. This process has helped to identify 
the key environmental issues for this project to be landscape and visual 
amenity, ecology/ornithology and forestry.

Environment

The preferred alignment is the subject of this 
consultation with feedback sought, and to 
be incorporated where appropriate before 
the project progresses to the environmental 
assessment stage.

Once consultation is complete and the 
preferred alignment is confirmed the 
development will go through the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening and Scoping 
process, culminating in an EIA Report being 
produced in line with The Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017.

This is on the assumption the proposal is 
considered EIA development. The EIA Report 
will support the application for consent under 
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. This is
due for submission to Scottish Ministers in 
summer 2022.

Following confirmation of the preferred 
alignment, further detailed studies and 
assessment work will be undertaken to assess 
the likely environmental effect and identify 
mitigation where required. In addition to the 
key environmental issues the assessment will 
include assessment of effects in regard to 
cultural heritage, recreation and hydrology.

The River Moriston has been designated 
as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 
SAC’s are internationally designated sites 
under the Habitats Directive.

The qualifying feature of the River 
Moriston SAC is primarily for freshwater 
pearl mussel with Atlantic Salmon as 
an additional interest.

Other areas of woodland and sensitive 
habitats are located throughout the route. 
Protected species such as otter, pine 
marten, badger and bat species will likely 
reside in these habitats. The woodland 
and scrub habitat throughout the area will 
support breeding bird species, whilst more 
wetland areas could provide habitats of 
value to breeding waders and wildfowl.

Forestry is a common land use within the 
local area, with a number of productive 
conifer plantations on a fell and restock 
cycle. Many of these plantations form 
part of the National Forest Estate and are 
managed by the Scottish Government’s 
agency Forestry and Land Scotland.

Private woodland, comprising both a mix 
of conifer and mixed broadleaf woodland, 
also exist throughout the area. Much of 
the woodland throughout the corridor is 
categorised as Ancient Woodland.

Ecology/Ornithology Forestry

The Loch Ness and Duntelchaig Special Landscape Area (SLA) includes the vast and linear 
Loch Ness and the bounding hill slopes on the loch’s western and eastern shores.

Several ‘Special Qualities’ of the SLA are identified by The Highland Council relating to the 
dramatic landform of the Great Glen, with steep-sided wooded slopes; the contrasting 
remote moorland plateau of upland lochs and rocky knolls; and the historic features and
myths associated with the loch and its environs.

Landscape and Visual Amenity
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